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Mrs" Bardner.. Murdock Throws New
Light on Beliport Tragedy,

And Alienation Suit

NEW YORK, Jan 4—During a grilling
examination h} Asst Dist Atty Roy W.
Young and Coroner E H. Moore of Suf-

folk County, Mrs Gardner Murdock this

afterncon lifted - the vell, of mystery
which appears to have clouded the mo-
tives which led Henry C IEdey,” the
former New York broker, to kill hm
wife in their handsome home at Rell-
port, L I, last Thursday and then take
his own life. A

Mrs Murdock testifled most unwilling-
Iy" at the Inquest into the death of thd
couple. She sald that at the sugges-
tion of Kdey he and her own husband
had arranged to exchange wives; that
the children were to be cared for under
the new marital airangements and that
when Edey became reconciled to his
wife and went back onthis bargain,
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Recancilation of Edeys Blocked Marital Shif

Was_[lepided Upon,

Murdock and she (the witness) decided
to sue him for 310,000 on the charge
of al}em:tm the affections of Mrs Mur-
dock! She reluctantly acknowledged
that she was living with her husband
at the time the plan Was worked out.

The inquest was-held in the village
office at Beliport. _In the center of the
room were two tables and around these
wete placed chairs for-the county offi-
cels, witnesses and newspapermen. The
townsfolk, who packed the place, were
forced to stand.

Mig Murdock, an attracﬂve younyg
woman with deep blue eyves and dark
hair, arrived in company with her
“father, Hemy E. Corwin, postmaster of
Beliport. She wore a plain black gown,
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heavy raglan coat of gray and a hat of
light brown fur. Iler only jewels were
large pear! earrings, which accentuated
the unnatutal pallor of her face, She
was palpably il at ease, but under the
fire of questions became angiy and at
times rebellious,

“Isn’t it true,” asked Mr Young, “that
you have visited your husband on two
or three occasions since you separated
from him””

“I visited him in New Haven, Conn,
where he was staying with his brother
and remained two weeks,” replied the
witness. I can’t say 1 was on very
friendly terms with nim*

“But you lived as man and wife?"”

#We tried to; but it wasn’t quite the
same,"’

“And didn’t you visit him at the Terra
Marine Inn on Staten Island and at the
home of your parcnts here?’

Talking as t6 Bringing Suit.

Mrs Murdock acknowledged these
meetings and explained them by 'say-
g that she und her husband were
talking over the sult tu be brought
against Edey., She thought the sum
to be asked was $100,000, Dut it might
not have been more than $50,000, After
they had come to a declsion she and
Aurdock had gone to the office pf Can-
field, Stone & Frederick, 3 =t,
Manhattan, and there she had made a
supporting aflidavit at therequest of
Bir Frederick,

“And this was for alienating vour
Aftections?”’ demanded the prosec itot,

“1t was,” the witness answered

“If you were not on ifntimate ferms
with your husband why ¢id you aid
him in this suit?” asked Mr Youny.

“Because I thought he was justified
in bringing it,” snapped the wilness,
“uand, bhesides. 1 wag helping mysar
I was to get one-thlrd of what monsy
my husband got. He was to et a
third and the lawyers a third "

Mr Young wanted to knuw in what
way Murdock was justified in suing
Edey; whether Edey had alienated the
affectiony of the witness

“He made plans” which he failed to
fulfill,” the young woman explainad.

“What” was those plans? axked Dr
Moore.

“Well,” replied the witness, after she
vainly trled to conceal this part of the
gtory, *Mr Edey got his wife to leave
her home and go to Texa< with my
huesband. At first he wanted Mrs Edey
and me to go there and gJut divorces on
the ground of abandonment, hut 1
wouldn't go, so they went and I stayed
at home with nmiy parents, where I was
to remaln  until the divorces were
granted. Then I was to become Mrs
Edey and Mrs Edey was to miarry my
husband.”

‘Were you perfectly willing to become
Mrs lodey 7"

“I would have been perfectly willing
had the plan gone throuszh, " He had
won my affection and I cared no longer
for Gardner.’’

“Why did the plan faii?

“Mr Fdey took back his own wife and
that ended {t. He didn’t do as he gaid
he would,” -

““And this was the reason you helped
your husband out in the matter of the
suit?”" .

“That and the fact that 1 was going
to get my share of the money, if he
got any.”

A}'rangements as to the Children.

Dr Moore asked whether Mrs Mur-
dock and her husband expected the case
would be settled. ~

“We didn't think 1. would get into
court,” she answered. “\We were pretty
sure Mr Edey would settle,™

*“JI the plan had worked out as in-
tended what would have become of Jit-
tle Mary Edey, the daughter?’ asked
Mr Young.

*‘Oh, we arranged that she was to live
with her father and me half. the time
and with her mothér and Mr Murdock
the other half.- The same arrangement
would haye applied to my son,-Milton.”

Somebody pointed out Milton, a rosy-
faced chap of 14, to the coroner, .

“Horrors,” exclaimed Dr Moore. “This
18 no place for him. .Tell him to go out.”

Milton was conducted to the door and
thereafter hung about in the cold walt-
ing for his mother. = - -

Mr Young inquired whether' the wit-
ness had been much In the company of
Lidey prior to the _scheme. to swap
wives wag formed. Mrs' Murdock said
she had, but that their relations' were
purely platonic. - < S
. At first she. declared she had never
suspected her husband of misbehaving,
but liter on she-admitted she had bé-

come suspielous. . -

The witness was led back to her
visits to Murdock, and it was estab-
lithed to the satizfaction of the coroner
that the pair.had been together for- a
fortnight in New. Haven and again at
the Terra Marine Inn. .

Edey Goes Back on His Bargain., -
The subject of where the quartet in-
tended to settle down after the ox-
change of partners was brought up,
and the witness said this point had
not been settled. She intimated; how-
ever, that all were to return to Bell-
port, where she would become mistress
of the Edey home and Mrs Edey would
take charge of the Murdock home.
. "Did Mr Edey think up this_mont
wonderful plan all, himself?” Inquired
the prosecntor.
:.“Sp far as I know, he did,” answered
the witness testlly. “I didn't think ft
up _for him!* B -
“Wazn't he somewhat eccentric?”
R “‘\ot that I ever noticed.” . -
pra‘;r_}g how long have you lived here,
“All my lite - o
‘What "was the first intimation you
had that Mr Edey had gone back on
hl‘s‘ bargain?”’ demanded Dr Moore, . |
‘When he-took his wife back,” re:
glé‘e;d"}(ra Murdock. *That was my no-

“Then you and your husband decided
to sue?”

“Not at the moment, We talked i
over for a., few weeks. The. papers
were made a month axo and served
about two weeks ago, I think.'

Why dldn't you serve him hefore?"

He was on a sea trip with his wife
and we had to wait for n'm to return.”

Because of the testimony of Mrs Mur-
dock, the County officials believe that
Judey, who after the reconciliation ngud
fived happily with his wife, decided to
%kill the woman and himself rather than
have the case come into the courts.

Before Mr Young lefi for his home in
Babylon he was asked by a 1eporter
whether the testimony of Mrs Murdock
would lead to any action by the district
¢ ney's office.
lt‘t.%x;)u)“ il have to ask Disty Atty
Green as to that,” he peplied I have
nothing to say in regard to that matter
further than that the testimony of Mrs
Muirdock was the mo-t amazing 1 have
ever listened to.”
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